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LEGAL RESTRICTIONS ON THE
COPYING OF COMMERCIAL SOFTWARE

¢

Now that you have obtained a new software package for your CIA personal
computer, you should be aware that there are legal restrictions against making
unauthorized copies of the diskettes containing this software.

Most software packages have some form of copyright protection and many
commercial software companies are vigorously pursuing civil legal remedies against
anyone found to be copying their programs without authorization. Several major
software firms have successfully sued both corporations and their individual employees
for using “pirated copies” of software. Some pending suits are asking for damage
awards of several million dollars from the accused companies and several hundred
thousand dollars from the employees. Agency employees must not engage in the
unauthorized duplication of software diskettes entitled to copyright protection. Such
action would harm the relationship the Agency has with our contractors and prove
detrimental to the Agency in the long run.

The software you have obtained from the Agency’'s PC Software Center was
purchased by the Agency under a license permitting its use under certain conditions.
The license permits making one copy of the software for back-up purposes, but
additional copies must not be made without the written permission of the manufacturer.

The Software Center understands that the need frequently arises for numerous
copies of a given software package. The Center will work with the distributor and
manufacturer to acquire the best possible price and license arrangements. The nature
of the Agency’'s security requirements and the potential size of our purchases have
enabled us to obtain changes in some standard Iicensh agreements.

When you signed for the software you received from the Center, you acknowledged
your responsibility to protect the copyright interests of the software company. If you

have questions about what can: idered authorized use of a copyrighted product,
STAT °  call the PC Software Center on
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